
KBS The Kingston Bagpuize with 
Southmoor Village News

Serving the community collaboratively 
with the village website 
www.kbsonline.org.uk

   
Volume 42                        Number 2                           March 2015

NEWS
DELIVERED MONTHLY TO EVERY HOUSE IN THE VILLAGE

Bring back the Brownies 
to our Village
The local Brownie Unit closed in July 
2014 due to lack of leaders. We are now 
looking to try and re-open the unit as there 
are several girls aged 7 and over in this 
Village and neighbouring villages who 
would like to join Brownies. There is a 
Rainbow Unit and a Guide Unit already in 
Kingston Bagpuize/Southmoor. 
Brownies are girls aged seven to ten who 
do “cool stuff” and become a member of a 
Six and follow a programme called the 
Brownie Adventure. Brownies opens up a 
world of exciting challenges and the 
opportunity to try new things and to make 
brilliant friends.
Are you aged 18 to 65 years and interested 
in becoming a Brownie leader? Maybe 
you are new to the village and were a 
Brownie leader elsewhere. Perhaps you 
were a Brownie or Guide yourself and 
would like to now pass on your skills to 
girls aged 7 to 10 years in the village.
Brownie Units meet for about 1 to 1.5 
hours per week in term time. Full training 
will be given.
More information about Girlguiding can 
be found at www.girlguiding.org.uk. If 
you are interested in finding out more, 
please contact Susan Baker on 01235 
520074 or s.baker.guiding@btinternet.com

Poles Apart

Battle lines were drawn at a lively meeting of the Parish Council 
in February, when around fifteen villagers, who live near the 
Memorial Crescent, lobbied the Council for the removal of the 
flagpoles that have been there since Remembrance Day. There 
were strong feelings expressed from both sides of the argument. 
A few preferred the poles to be left up permanently pointing out 
the Memorial is for the whole village not just those that live by it, 
but they were in the minority at the meeting.
It was confirmed by the Parish Council that it has a licence to fly 
the flags all year round if they so desired but this didn't seem to 
win much favour on the night.
A great British compromise was eventually reached, so for a trial 
period the poles will be erected for the flying days by the Parish 
Council (see page 6 for dates) and taken down by the residents 
local to the Memorial Green.
Since the meeting a petition has been put together for the poles 
to be permanent, so the battle continues. What's your opinion? 
Send your thoughts to editorkbsnews@gmail.com

Now you see them.....

Bats in the Belfry - Page 21

Caroline 
Ashby

Now you don't....
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NEED A DOCTOR URGENTLY?
After office hours and at weekends and Bank Holidays please phone 111 if you have a requirement for urgent 

medical advice and assistance. (NHS Direct is no longer a phone service but offers comprehensive on-line 
medical advice through its website)

On phoning 111 your needs will be assessed, advice offered and arrangements made for you to see an Out Of 
Hours doctor if appropriate. Please do not ask to see a doctor out of hours unless you genuinely cannot wait 

until the surgery re-opens.
Call 999 in an emergency. Chest pains and / or shortness of breath constitute an emergency.

THE FERN HILL PRACTICE tel 01367 242407
Repeat prescriptions can be left at the Southmoor Village Post Office

The practice runs a weekly service to the Post Office delivering each Thursday at 2:30pm
Please allow 2 working days and include payment when requesting your prescription where 

necessary
THE WHITE HORSE MEDICAL PRACTICE tel 01367 242388

Repeat Prescriptions can be left at the Southmoor Village Post Office
The practice runs a daily service to the Post Office. Please allow 2 working days and include 

payment when requesting your prescription where necessary.
DISTRICT NURSE or HEALTH VISITOR 01367 240087

SOUTHMOOR CHILD HEALTH CLINIC First Friday of the month 2pm to 3pm
NEED THE POLICE? EMERGENCY ONLY: 999  NON EMERGENCY: 101

If you needed further proof that the Country has gone crackers, it’s the revelation that drivers moving out of 
the way for emergency vehicles to pass are being fined, courtesy of traffic enforcement cameras, if they stray 
even momentarily into a bus lane, that most hallowed of grounds.
The decision to prosecute of course has been taken out of the hands of humans by using these cameras. So if 
you behave like any decent human being and divert albeit briefly into a bus lane, yellow box or edge through a 
red light to let one of these vehicles pass, you can expect a hefty fine through the letterbox in short order as a 
thank you.
Of course ‘safety’ cameras throughout the land are considered cash cows by the powers 
that be, and in my experience seldom have to do with road safety. Bus lane cameras are 
often operated by local authorities and private firms on behalf of same, and are making 
killings from these grossly unfair fines. So be warned, next time an ambulance is roaring up 
behind you on the Botley Road, think on. These cameras have removed common sense 
from the traffic rules. By law, drivers should only move into a bus lane when directed by a 
police officer in uniform, if you can find one of course, but that’s a whinge for another day.

Beyond the Whinge - the Editor's blog





Parish Priest: Fr Leslie Adams, 1 Coxwell Road, Faringdon, SN7 7EB 

Tel: 01367 243510, email: blessedhughfaringdon@yahoo.com, 

 Weekly Masses: Tuesday and 

Thursday 9.30am preceded by Morning Prayer at 9.15am. Details of 

Masses on Holy Days and of Reconciliation - please refer to the Parish 

Newsletter available at Blessed Hugh Church or from the Parish 

Website: http://www.blessedhugh.org.uk/

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
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KINGSTON BAGPUIZE CHURCH NOTICES

Fyfield Baptist Chapel

Morning Service & Sunday School
Sunday 11.00 am

Communion monthly 2nd Sundays
location: (south side of main village)

Digging Lane, Fyfield OX13 5LY

more information:
www.fyfieldchapel.org.uk
info@fyfieldchapel.org.uk

01865 769473

Oxfordshire Fitness - Nordic Walking

Suitable for people of all ages and fitness levels. 
Our Nordic Walks are a fun, sociable way to increase fitness and burn calories! Lots of chatting and 

laughs along the way. 
Uses 90% of your skeletal muscles, burns up to 46% more calories than just walking, what's more it 

reduces the risk of osteoporosis. 
What is there not to like ?

There are now classes six days a week with start times ranging from 6.30am to 6.15pm and 
many new daytime classes in-between! Times and class type, from social to workout, to suit everyone!

For more information or to book a free taster session call Lisa 07885635367 or email - 
lisa@oxfordshirefitness.co.uk

Sunday 1st March      9.00am    Holy Communion    Speaker: Revd David Pickering
        10.30am     Morning Worship    Speaker: Revd David Pickering

Sunday 8th March     9.00am     Holy Communion    Revd David Pickering
       10.30am    Questions of Life Service    Speaker: Mrs Anne Curtis

Sunday 15th March    9.00am    Holy Communion    Revd David Pickering
Mothering Sunday    10.30am    Mothering Sunday All-Age Service   Speaker: Revd David Pickering
Sunday 22nd March   9.00am    Holy Communion    Speaker: Revd Andrew Symes

        10.30am    Café Church    Speaker: Revd Andrew Symes
Sunday 29th March    9.00am    Holy Communion    Revd David Pickering
Palm Sunday          10.30am    Palm Sunday Communion    Revd David Pickering
Coffee and biscuits after all services – a good time to chat and make new friends.

CAFÉ CHURCH: On Sunday 22nd: instead of a regular church service, a relaxed time of good conversation in 
the Church Room over bacon baps, coffee and croissants, with a fascinating talk to lead us into an interesting 
discussion. All welcome.  
MOTHERING SUNDAY: On Sunday 15th: it’s a special service every year, with flowers for all mothers, and a 
joyful celebration for all the family.  
OUR NEW WEBSITE: Just put the link above into your browser, and see our church’s new website. Thanks to 
some great work from Chris Carpenter, we have an exciting and informative new resource in our shiny new 
website. Do take a look at it.
CHURCH GROUPS:  We have a range of groups for adults and children. Call David on 820451 or Hazel on 
821358 for more information. 
Do contact our vicar, The Revd David Pickering (820451), re baptisms, weddings, funerals or pastoral care (on 
any day of the week except Fridays).
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With Village Voices we provide a lively forum in which 
to air your thoughts. We endeavour to print all your 

letters but we must have your name and address. 
These details will not be published if you indicate as 

such. Send your correspondence and thoughts to 
editorkbsnews@gmail.com

I instigated the Village War Memorial and after 
attending the Parish Council meeting in February, 
I would like to say that if the flag poles are taken 
down I WILL NOT be laying a wreath on 
Remembrance Day. I would like to see the poles 
stay up permanently. John Weston

Dear Editor, I look forward to your Whinge 
every month so thought I would have one of 
my own. Not only do we have to put up with the extra traffic 
we take our lives into our hands just going to the shops, 
contractors seem to think the only way to keep death off the 
road is to park on the pavement, which is an offence. I think 
the PCSO’s need to be around in the mornings, early mind, to 
catch these drivers. We now have had a hit and run with one 
of our lovely ladies in the Log Cabin finding the side of her 
car pushed in. Whoever did this, did not even have the 
decency to find out who’s car it was. They just drove off like 
cowards. Longworth Road is treated like a racetrack every 
morning as these people go to work on Southmoor Grange.
Oh for peace and quiet to descend on our lovely village 
again! Linda Pearce (Well said Linda. You have the job as 
Deputy Whingemaster-Ed.) 

Oxford Road litter
It's such a shame that one of the best walks in the area, along the old Oxford 
Road, is spoilt by dog fouling and litter. The whole stretch seems to be used as 
a dumping ground for all manner of debris including what appears to be 
hundreds of empty beer cans. Indeed litter is becoming a problem village wide. 
It is such a pity as we live in a beautiful area and the dropping of litter is so 
unsightly and dangerous, especially as we have so many litter bins provided by 
the parish council. Name & address supplied

Tamsyn Lay MSc (Hons) MChiro MMCA
MCTIMONEY CHIROPRACTOR - FYFIELD
In pain or do you just require a general back check?  Chiropractic can help with back pain and sciatica, 
neck, shoulder and hip pain, headaches, migraines, sports injuries and rehabilitation and general well-being. 
McTimoney Chiropractic is well known for its suitability for people of all ages.
07810 557639/tlay@espina.co.uk

Happy 

Easter Don

Margaret 

and family
Happy Easter DadMartin and George

Wall of Friendship
We thought we would introduce this feature in the News. Each month we would print the wall with the 
messages sent by village readers. It could be for anything, Birthdays, Anniversaries, Easter, Christmas, get 
well soon, anything really or just a simple message. If we get enough messages we'll give it a try. Send yours 
to editorkbsnews@gmail.com

Banksy woz 
'ere

March 2015

Tom & Julie Thanks for a 
great weekend, see you in 

June

Sally -  
Missing you alr

eady
Andy

Have a good 
holiday Mum,
Barbara and 

Tom
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Village Notice Board

War Memorial Flag flying days
Dates the Memorial Crescent flags will be flown for 2015 
are:- Queen's Birthday April 21st, St. George's day April 
23rd, Armed Forces day June 27th, Remembrance Day 
and Armistice Day 8th & 11th November.

Nigel Beale has taken over the 
responsibility for the distribution of the 
KBS News. Nigel has lived in the village 
for eight years and says he always enjoys 
reading the magazine and is looking 

forward to helping out as part of the News team. 

CAN I PLEASE ASK DISTRIBUTORS TO CONTACT ME ON 
820775 IF THEY NEED MORE - OR LESS COPIES FOR 
DELIVERY. WITH ALL THE NEW HOUSES GOING UP IN THE 
VILLAGE WE WILL BE LOOKING FOR MORE DISTRIBUTORS 
EVENTUALLY FOR SOUTHMOOR GRANGE AND ORCHARD 
GATE. THIS IS VOLUNTARY AND JUST ONCE A MONTH - 
USUALLY THE LAST WEEKEND OF EACH MONTH. IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR BAND OF DISTRIBUTORS WHEN 
THE TIME ARISES PLEASE CONTACT ME. THANKYOU. PAT

POP-UP CAFE & MINI MARKET
Sunday 29th March from 10.30 until 12.30 in Fyfield 
Church. A range of stalls as well as a cafe. The proceeds 
are for both Fyfield and Tubney Churches.

Juliet Dyer, a resident of Kingston 
Bagpuize for many years, passed 
away in Hadleigh, Suffolk, on 30th 
January at the age of 81.  Many will 
have known her as a painter and 
sculptor, who was active in many 
local art societies.  She also 

exhibited her work with the Royal Institute of 
Painters in Water Colour and the Royal Academy 
of the West, in Bath, and selling as far afield as the 
United States.  Even after she had given up 
creating art herself, greatly enjoyed sharing ideas 
with fellow artists.  In her younger days she was 
also a very dynamic art teacher in primary and 
secondary schools, and for many years taught art 
classes in her studio to both adults and children. 
 She and her husband Robert retired to Kingston 
Bagpuize from Faringdon and settled into village 
life with their small dog, Megan.  Even when her 
health was poor, particularly after Robert’s death 
in 2013, Juliet could be seen out walking with the 
dog, and animals were always a great inspiration 
for her art work.  
Her children, Jeff and Kate Dyer, would like to 
thank the many friends, neighbours and service 
providers in the village that helped Juliet in her 
declining years.  In particular, staff at the Post 
Office and at the Hinds Head who went out of 
their way to make things easier for her where 
they could.  We have been similarly heartened by 
the many kind words we have received from 
friends and neighbours, at the time of her funeral 
and since. Thank you all.

Juliet Dyer

Welcome Nigel

It will soon be time for our summer fete again in the beautiful grounds of Kingston Bagpuize House. 
The date this year is Saturday 27th June from 1.00pm to 4.00pm and we very much hope you’ll be 
part of it. All the normal attractions will be there including an exciting main event, teas, cakes, 
strawberries and cream, Pimms, craft stalls and a fantastic children’s fancy dress parade. 
The cost of a table is only £12 for village organisations and £10 for charities and what you do with it 
is up to you – we’d be happy to have a chat about any new and exciting ideas. As usual we ask you to 
bring your own gazebo or tent.  We might be able to provide cover, but it will be on a first come, first 
served basis so get your booking in quickly! If you’d like to join us please let me know. We very much 
look forward to having you at the fete. Margo Evans Tel: 01865 820900

St. John the Baptist Church

SUMMER FETE

Kingston Bagpuize House on Saturday 
27th June 2015, 1pm – 4pm

Council Tax
The Vale of White Horse District Council has voted to 
freeze council tax for 2015/2016. This is due apparently to 
millions of pounds of back office savings the Council has 
made and therefore able to protect front line services and 
invest in new facilities for the Vale. (I wonder if we'll get 
some?)
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     CPPM  LOCKSMITHS    
 

Locked Out ◊ Key 
Snapped 

 Keys Lost  ◊  Faulty 
Locks     Lock Upgrades 

UPVC Locks 
New Locks 

Emergency Locksmith 

  

The Sensible Alternative to a 
Skip 

 
Mobile:- 07879 867066 

Web:www.trrecycling.co.uk 

www.cppm.org.uk 
email: info@cppm.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 389930      M: 07756 353433 

 

 

  
 

Pilates Matwork Classes  
(all levels) 

 •  Buckland Memorial Hall:  
                                        Monday evenings 
 •  Carswell Golf and County club:  
                                      Tuesday mornings 
 •  Frilford Heath Golf club:  

                Wednesday and Friday mornings 
   

 Please call RONA for more information   
 

Tel  01865 820754   Mob: 07885 991673 
 

Email: ronastella@btinternet.com 
website:   ronaspilatesclasses.co.uk 

.Garner's Estates & Landscapes. 
Landscaping for over 25 years 

 • Soft & hard landscaping, design to finish. 

 • Landscaping works including patios,  
      steps, driveways, pergolas, decking,   
      gates, turfing & stonework. paths, 
 • Fencing, all types carried out including:  
      Panels, close board, trellis, post & rail   
      Willow hurdles. 
 • Tree & hedge planting. 

                  >>> Free Estimates <<< 
 • Fully Insured & hold a Waste License 

 Call Mark 07751 764144 or 01865 730936.   
Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com 

www.garnersestatesandlandscapes.co.uk 

J. WILLOUGHBY 
  Bui lding Contractor  

 

Over 20 years experience 
building in the local area. 

 

• Brick & Stonework 
• New Build 
• Extensions 
• Renovations 
• Alterations 
• Driveways 
• Patios 
• Garden Walls 
 
Free quotations on request.   
References available. 
 

Tel: 01865 820087 
Mobile: 07990 895926 

 

Email   
jwilloughby68@googlemail.com 

 

“A Touch of Moonlight” 
 

Lorraine Chapman MA, DipABRSM 
 

Professional Flautist available for 
Weddings, Christenings,  

Funerals and other Events 
 

Tel: 01865 821646 
Email: 

lorraine@atouchofmoonlight.co.uk 
 

 

Paul and Kim invite you to the  
The Waggon and Horses     

Faringdon Road,  Southmoor  OX13 5BG tel: 
01865 821676 

Seasonal Menu in our Bar or Function Room 
Senior Citizen's Menu / Children's Menu 

Good Food • Real Ales • Function Room • Large Garden 
Food Service: Mon - Sat  12 noon - 2.30pm       Mon - Sat  6.00pm - 9.00pm 

Sunday Carvery 12.00 noon - 3.00pm (we do get busy so please book) 
TakeAway menu of Pizza, Fish and Chips and Curry at all food times 

Sky & BT Sports, entertainment / traditional pub sports •Weekly activities - Find us on Facebook       
• Dogs are welcome in the bar and garden if on a lead  • See Separate Ad for Monthly Events •  

Steve Dineen 
Freelance Acting/Drama Coach 

Professional Actor - Over 20 years in 
West End, UK and International 

Touring,  TV and Film 
  ◊ LAMDA Acting/Verse and Prose  
     Coach - 100% student pass rate    
  ◊ RADA Medal Coaching  
  ◊ Preparation for Drama Scholarships, 
     Drama School Auditions & GCSE/A Level 

0780 3380850    info@stevedineen.com 

 
 

Patios  •  Fencing  •  Planting 
Grass Cutting  •  Turfing  •  Hedge Cutting 

 

Tel: 01865 301923  •  Mobile 07966 457607 
Email: scottgillam@hotmail.co.uk 

 

NEW  AD 
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L.H.Goodwin  
Professional Painting & Decorating  

 

We offer 
 •  A friendly honest reliable service. 
 •  Both Internal & External Work 
 •  Wallpapering 
 •  Floor Paint and Airless spray 
 •  25+ years in the decorating industry  
 •  Fully insured  
 •  All work guaranteed 

 

For a free quotation please call Leigh 
07789 873 483 

 

 
 21-23 High Street, Stanford in the Vale, 

OXON SN7 8LH 
 

Compassionate, Family-run modern 
Practice to RCVS Core Standards 

working in association with our own 
COURT CATTERY 

(FAB-ICC-"listed") 
& 

SOUTHMOOR VILLAGE  
HALL CLINIC 

every Tuesday afternoon 4 - 6.30 
subject to Stanford appointments 

& Staff availability. 
Please contact Reception on 

01367-710595 to discuss your needs 
for appointments or the Cattery 
enquiries@vets-surgery.com 

- www.vets surgery.com 

     
 

� We offer 8 sessions per week 
� Open 5 days a week  
� Mon & Fri  9am-12 Noon 

� Tues, Wed & Thur 9am-3pm  
 

� Ages from 2-5 (we have intakes throughout 
    the year and take from a child's 2nd birthday) 
� 'GOOD’ Ofsted 
*Morning and afternoon sessions available now  

in a happy and welcoming purpose-built environment 
and playground within Longworth School grounds. 
* Breakfast, lunch and after-school clubs available * 

We can offer you the full government funding 
entitlement for over-3’s! 

Please call pre-school on 821921 or 
 Email us at info@longworthpreschool.co.uk                  

 
 

PESTFORCE OXFORD BASED IN 
SOUTHMOOR 

 

30% off to all local residents until  
December 2015 

 
ARE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 
PESTS A PROBLEM FOR YOU? 

 

MOLES, WASPS, RATS, RABBITS, 
MICE, BEES,  

FLEAS, ANTS, BIRDS AND 
WOODWORM TREATMENTS 

 also available 
 

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL – 
AGRICULTURAL 

Yearly Contracts Available 
 

TEL:  01865 821157 
Mobile:  07982 240313 

Email: oxford@pest-force.co.uk 
www.pest-force.co.uk 

 

A.P.T Hard Landscaping 
� PAVING 
� FENCING 
� TURFING  

CO X W E L L   

GA R D E N   

MA C H I N E R Y  

•  Sales   
•  Service   
•  Repair 

 

Tel:  01367 243577   •    07877 079814   •   07988 836135 

                      {Push-a-long mower    £35.00 no vat      
SERVICE    {Self drive mower         £40.00 no vat 
CHARGES  {Chainsaw/strimmer    £35.00 no vat 

                         {Ride on Tractor        £90 to £140 no vat       
   LAWN MOWING from £20 

    20+ years  
experience,  
no increase  

in prices  
since 2009 

� BRICKWORK 
� STONE WALLING 
� GENERAL GARDEN 

                 MAINTENANCE 
Tel 07887 778 784 

                      Email 
andypthomas@hotmail.co.uk Unit 14 Faringdon Business Park, (ON A420) Faringdon, SN7 7SR 

Day and Nightcare 
Assistance. 

 
 

Do you need care at home? 
 

 Professional Window Cleaning 
/ Carpet Cleaning Service 

 

I also provide 
 

Gutter Clearance 
 

Post/Pre-occupancy Cleans 
 

Conservatory Valets 
 

For a thorough and reliable service  
 

call Tim 
Mobile:  07725 002 777 

We are an independent company specialising in the care of elderly and disabled people 
wishing to remain within their own home. We can also provide services to those, who. 

 

  following discharge from hospital, feel they may need a little extra help on a temporary basis 
 

Our fully trained and vetted staff are able to provide a range of personal care, domestic 
services and companionship visits all of which are tailored to suit individual needs. Visits can 

be arranged from 15 minutes to 24 hour live-in care. 
 

We offer services in Witney, Wantage, Abingdon, Didcot, Oxford and the surrounding 
villages. If you would like further information or to request our brochure please call: 

 

01993 708905   or    01235 772440   or   01865 715716 
 

We would also like to hear from you if you are looking to start or further a career in care 
provision as we have a wide range of opportunities available and can provide excellent 

training and working conditions. 

www.danacare.co.uk 
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WORDS OF WISDOM

FEEL LIKE EATING OUT TONIGHT?
No: 23. The Packhorse Eating Inn, 
Steventon

The KBS News is delivered to every house in the village. 
Extra copies are available from the Post Office and One Stop shop.

THE KBS NEWS WINE LIST: WINES OF THE MONTH 

For a long time now I have heard how good this hostelry is, so I 
was pleased when I had the opportunity to try the fare. 
We in fact called when passing to book a table for four for 
7.30pm a couple of nights hence.
So things didn’t start well when we arrived at 7.35pm to be told 
the table had been booked for 7.00pm. Ummm....an omen 
methinks. No matter, we proceeded to our table, noting how full 

the restaurant was for a Wednesday night, albeit running up to Christmas. In fairness, the waitress, Kathryn, did 
warn us that there would be some delays as they were so busy, along with a list of dishes that were off the 
menu. However, the wait for her to take our order was bad enough but we seemed to go from here to eternity 
waiting for the starters to arrive.
Here I have to say Kathryn was worth her weight in gold. She said it would be slow and if we needed her to just 
call or snap our fingers.
The starters arrived, less one they had just run out of, and a second choice was substituted. I went for the black 
pudding with a slice of bacon and an egg. Delicious to be honest. Proper food, the kind that we ate when we had 
an empire.
Eventually the main course turned up and it looked good. Unfortunately it was mostly cold but when Kathryn 
hove to and asked if all was OK I informed her of the temperature deficiency and the offending dish was 
whisked away.
I had ordered the rib-eye steak with accompanying mushroom, fries, peas, baby tomatoes etc. In fairly short time 
a replacement was brought to the table with extra onion rings, tomatoes, a new steak also with extra fries and 
profuse apologies. Whatever they are paying Kathyrn isn’t enough.
Alas, the steak was mainly uneatable through the amount of gristle but by now I had given up. The bride had 
what she described as the worst meal she had ever had. This was tasteless hard salmon cold everything else. She 
gave up before me and just wanted out. Nobody wanted puddings especially as again several were off the menu. 
Again Kathryn appeared and offered us coffee on the house for our troubles.
Kathryn is being let down by poor management here. Rarely have I seen a waitress under so much pressure and 
keeping her cool. What a disappointment. I can only assume the Eating Inn or Packhorse as it is also known has 
changed hands since achieving the glowing reports I have received in the past. The total cost of this debacle was 
just over £75 for four including a very acceptable bottle of Malbec, so you couldn’t argue with the price, 
practically everything else though. So we shan’t be ‘Eating Inn’ for a while. Eton Lovett

Hopefully the snow will have finished and we will just have the March winds to contend 
with and what better way to cheer you up than a nice bottle of Shiraz.   The bottle we have 
chosen is called The Last Stand Shiraz from the McLaren Vale in Australia.
Premium quality fruit and mature vines have produced a wine with great balance, length 
and fruit intensity.  Dark cherry and plum dominate the nose with hints of spice, these 
flavours carry on to the palate and integrate nicely with the soft, supple, savoury tannins. 

 Unlike a lot of wines from the McLaren Vale, known for its heat, this wine is sourced from the cooler sub-
regions of Seaview and Kangarilla, which sit under the Southern Mount Lofty Ranges and are renowned for 
producing some of Australia’s best Shiraz.  The bottle came from The Oxford Wine Company, priced at £8.69.
On the other hand, if you prefer white wines, particularly at a reasonable price, then do try the Italian Pinot Grigio 
 Del Veneto 2013, from Lidl at £4.49.   This wine is pale yellow in colour and has a pleasant bouquet elegantly 
balanced with notes of citrus and a hint of fruit, and is a most enjoyable wine. Cheers, The Wine Quartet

Never test the depth of the water with both feet. Maharishi Plucknuckel
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Southmoor Preschool
Toy Donation week 2nd to 6th & AGM 23rd March
Preschool will be holding its Annual General Meeting (AGM) this month. The positions of chair and treasurer are 
becoming vacant with current committee members’ children moving up to school.  Therefore, the preschool is 
appealing for volunteers to fill these roles because, as a charity, without this we are unable to open our doors. 
 These roles are unpaid but are tremendously fulfilling and a great way to become more involved in your 
community.  The ‘Outstanding’ Ofsted report the preschool received in January is also testament to the 
commitment the staff and remaining committee have in supporting anyone wishing to take on these roles in this 
thriving childcare setting.  So if you are a parent, grandparent or guardian of a child at preschool or looking for a 
volunteering project (subject to CRB checks) the committee would love to hear from you.   To find out more 
about these roles or joining our newly formed fundraising committee (Friends of Southmoor Preschool) please 
contact preschool. 
Do you have any unwanted toys or books in good condition? If so please donate them to the preschool either 
for use with the children there, or to raise charitable funds. We are particularly in need of books with sound 
buttons, touch and feel books (e.g Usbourne that’s not my...) and general story books aimed at 2-6 year olds as 
the ones we have need replacing.   Cars, trucks, plastic and wooden toys, fairies, dolls, bikes and trikes...bring it all 
and we will find them a good home!  If you have a donation to make but need help with collection please call 
Marie 07904524676.
The children, staff and committee would all like to say a Big “Thank You” to developers Taylor Wimpey for their 
very generous donation to preschool which we received in December.  The money has been spent on some 
amazing new toys for our indoor area which are already much loved by the children. 
Don’t forget if you are interested in an “Outstanding” preschool place or increasing your child’s sessions, we 
currently still have several places left for this year so please contact manager Jackie as soon as possible to avoid 
disappointment. All children who are 3 in the term following their 3rd birthday are entitled to 15 hours free 
early years education!  Email southmoorpre-school@live.co.uk  Tel: 01865 821505.
Dates for your Diary:  2nd to 6th March: Toy Donation Week drop off donations @ Preschool 
23rd March: AGM, 19:30 @ Southmoor Preschool 27th March: Joint Preschool and Baby & Toddler Social, 19:30 
onwards @ Waggon & Horses, Southmoor. Marie Siviter (Committee Member)

Vacancies at Millets Farm, Frilford
Home Produce Kitchen Assistants

Flexible Hours
The role involve preparing soups, salads, pates and puddings 

and finishing products for sale.

Apprentice Baker
4am to 12 noon - 5 days per week

Including weekend work

The successful candidate will learn all key skills required in baking, from making 
dough, proving and baking traditional and artisan breads, rolls and pastries.  

A one year apprenticeship with full training will be provided.  

Staff discount, training and uniform provided for all roles. 
For further information on these roles visit www.milletsfarmcentre.com
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Keith's Kartoon Komment

Southmoor Baby & Toddler Group

STEVE NEWING 
“…a professional and flexible craftsman”

Please see website for photos and testimonials. 
Fully insured.

KITCHENS, BATHROOMS 

& WETROOMS
Friendly, reliable village resident offering complete fitting 
service.  All carpentry, plumbing and tiling requirements. 

Village discount offered. 
Happy to discuss bespoke projects.

Call 07799 343 323 
or email steve@stevenewing.co.uk

www.stevenewing.co.uk

Beyond a Whinge

Out & About with KBS News
Kicking off our Out & About competition for 2015, 
Julia & Brian Langford, from the Hanney Road, 
display their copy of KBS News in the beautiful island 
of Curacao in the Caribbean. Don't forget there's a 
£10 M&S Voucher for the picture taken with the News 
the furthest away from the village and another 
voucher for the most interesting/unusual photograph. 
Results at the end of the year so don't forget to take 
your KBS News with you on holiday. 

After a winter break and the half term holiday, pupils were once again keen to return to their 
raised garden beds, and to see with joy the daffodil bulbs planted in the autumn peeping 
through the soil. Sadly many of the sprouting broad beans planted have disappeared along 

with the spring cabbages, certainly due to pigeons. During the coming weeks the children will help prepare the 
raised beds and have the opportunity of selecting the seeds and plants both flowers and vegetables that they 
would like to see grow and for them to share during the season ahead. The children are grateful for the help and 
guidance from Teacher Assistant Melanie Ferguson, and the support by their parents and the S&KB Gardening 
Club, who regularly attend to supervise the activity. Ron Green.

JOHN BLANDY AFTER SCHOOL GARDENING CLUB.

It's been a busy time for the baby and toddler group with new faces coming along every week. We've 
really enjoyed getting to know some of you who've recently arrived in the village – or those who are just new 
to the joys of parenthood! 
To celebrate Valentine's Day, the children made some lovely cards. It might not have been romantic, but it was 
definitely good fun. 
After the half term break we're planning another special day based around one of our favourite stories. This 
time we've chosen What The Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson. It'll be a similar format to last year's very 
successful Gruffalo Day and will take place on 13 March. There'll be storytelling, themed craft activities and for 
anyone who fancies dressing up, come in something red or something related to the book. With a whole cast of 
farmyard animals (as well as a couple of dastardly thieves) we should have some great costumes.
Looking a bit further ahead, there'll be an egg-citing Easter party on 27 March to round off the term. 
The group meets on Friday mornings during term time from 10:00-11:30 at Southmoor Village Hall. It's only £2 
per family – the first visit is free and with that comes a snack for the little folk and refreshments for the grown-
ups. Mums, dads, grandparents, carers – everyone is welcome, so please come and join us! Email 
southmoorbabytoddlergroup@hotmail.co.uk if you’d like to know more. Victoria King 

KG
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NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE HALL 

ED VAIZEY MP Parish Newsletter

SERENDIPITY OVER 60'S CLUB

Good news for all users of the Village Hall. Following the meeting of the 
Trustees it was agreed not to increase the hire charges from April 2015. The 
hall fees and charges were last reviewed in 2013 and we are keen to support 
our regular users, the village clubs, and organisations. We hope that they will 
continue using the hall and attract new members as the village population 

expands. The private bookings for parties and business meetings will also remain unchanged. 
Other news; a timber log retaining wall along the footpath next to the Village Hall copse in Draycott Road is due 
to be put in place soon by Taylor Wimpy. To enhance the area further a natural dry stone wall is to be erected 
leading to the hall entrance, and we are working on the possibility of introducing an art feature within the wall.
The Village Hall Trustees are still anxiously waiting for news from the Vale of White Horse DC over their 
allocation of money from Section 106 agreement following the Draycott Road planning application. If successful 
this money will go towards improvements to the hall. 
We recently welcomed Alan Atkins, who has kindly offered his time to help with the maintenance of the hall. 
Alan’s experience and knowledge will be greatly appreciated by us all. Thanks also to the Parish Council who 
have agreed to continue cutting the grass during the coming season.
New Allergen Law; new regulations came into place on 13th December 2014 with regard to ways allergen 
information appears on labels and on food that is pre-packed, sold or served. The new regulations may effect 
clubs and users who hire the Village Hall, and to help clubs who prepare and serve food, ORCC have arranged a 
free seminar led by a local Environmental Health Officer who will provide information especially tailored for 
users of village halls. The seminar will be held on Thursday 19th March from 10.30 am until 12 noon at 
Sandford-on-Thames Village Hall Those interested in attending or would like further information should contact 
Lynne Newin at ORCC telephone No: 01865 883488 email: lynne.newin@oxonrcc.org.uk Ron Green.

Our meeting was lively with plenty of laughs whilst getting our brains in gear for some fun games and a 
couple of recitations.  Tea and coffee, cakes and biscuits were enjoyed, and raffle and sales table as usual. 
Ideas were discussed for future meetings, which are an Easter bonnet parade in April, a lunch out in May and 
an outing for a cream tea when the warmer weather is with us. We will also have a craft afternoon later in the 
programme  NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME.  Just £2 a month. The March meeting will be a 
games/quiz session.  For details contact Pat 820775

A subject which I know is close to the hearts of many of my constituents is Community Pubs.  Since 
the Localism act brought in the right to bid, people across the country have nominated around 600 
pubs which have then been listed as Assets of Community Value. These are assets – land and buildings 

–that are important to the community and have traditionally been used by the community.  Once submitted if 
the asset comes up for sale a special window is opened to give the community the chance to buy the asset 
before it goes on the open market.  Pubs have proved to be the most listed type of asset!  By the end of March 
the Government is planning to bring forward more legislation so that in future when a pub is listed as an Asset 
of Community Value a planning application will be needed for a change of use or demolition. Any planning 
application will be considered in the light of national policy as well as Neighbourhood Plans. Hopefully this will 
lead to 1000’s more of our most valuable pubs becoming Assets of Community Value and retain them at the 
heart of our communities.
Screening films is also another fantastic way to get communities and people from all walks of life together.  A new 
project has been designed by the British Film institute and funded by the National Lottery to support groups 
launching and running their own Community Cinema.  It aims to bring the cinema experience to more people 
across the UK particularly those who are unable to enjoy regular screenings because of social and economic 
reasons or simply because they live too far from the cinema.  This project includes advice on how to actually 
start up a cinema, funding, licencing and how and where to book films.  Details can be found at 
www.neighbourhoodcinema.org.uk it is well worth looking at if this is an idea which interests you and your 
friends and neighbours.
As ever please feel free to contact me on any matter at the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, 020 7219 6350 or 
vaizeye@parliament.uk.  
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County Clocks  
 
Antique clock and watch  
repair/restoration.   
From longcase clock 
to wrist watch. 
 
Will collect and deliver. 
Contact Martin on  
01793 821201 or e-mail: 
martin@countyclocks.co.uk 
 
Horologist and Member of 
The British Watch & Clock  
Makers’ Guild   

J. GODFREY & SON 
Funeral Services 

An Independent family-run business, spanning 4 generations. 
24 hours, 7-days-a-week personal service and support. 

A private Chapel of Rest, Pre-Paid Funeral plans, 
Memorial Stones & Grave Maintenance 

Ware Road, Stanford in the Vale 
Oxon SN7 8NY 
01367 718998 

21 Mill Street, Wantage 
Oxon OX12 9AB 

01235 767165 

www.jgodfreyandsonfuneralservices.com          info@jgodfreyandsonfuneralservices.com 

   
  HANDYMAN 

 

Property maintenance, 
 DIY jobs, odd jobs, and 

Gardening jobs. 
Anything considered. 

Insured,Trustworthy, reliable,   
and local. 

Cal l  Simon 07789101413 
or 

01865 821517 evenings  

 

    SORBUS 
GARDEN CARE 

 
    “Working with nature 

     to improve your environment” 
 

General Garden Care, Tree & 

Hedge Planting and Maintenance, 

Hedgelaying (RAC trained), Dry 

Stone Wall repairs (DSWA qualified), 

Chainsaw work (Lantra CS30/31), 

Scything, Living roofs, Bud & Shield 

Grafting, Raised beds. 
 

Specialists in wildlife-friendly and 

organic gardening.  Expert advice 

 and quality work assured. 

Female gardeners available. 
 

 

Please contact Steve Smith on: 

(01865) 820399 or 07901 614310 

sorbusgc@cherrytree21.plus.com 

Shaun Skinner 
Fenc ing  Serv ices  
G a r d e n  F e n c i n g  

• All types & styles of fencing 
• Pergolas, decking & sheds 
• All types of shingle gravel 

                 delivered for driveways & paths 

• Gates bought & made to size 
       Call Shaun for a free quotation 
           Home                   Mobile 
   01235 867352       07971 422693 

 

Design 
Installation 
Servicing 
Repair  

 

   196929 

24 hour  
emergency service 
 

Phone Dom Rowland 
07734 711909  
 

01865 821091  
 
 
 
 

Unit S25,  Kingston Business Park, 
  Kingston Bagpuize,  Abingdon,  Oxon. 

OX13 5AS      Tel 01865 821168   
 

Email pg@acotim.co.uk 
www.acorntimbersupplies.co.uk 
TIMBER • SHEET MATERIALS 

 FENCING • DECKING • CUTTING 
PLANING• MOULDING 

 

We can help with all your requirements 
large or small 

 

 

 
 

F R E E  L O C A L  D E L I V E R Y  
 

• Home produced pork & dry-cured bacon 
 

• Locally produced beef & lamb 
 

• Home-made sausages & burgers 
 

• Free range chicken 
 

• Free range eggs 
 

ORDERS TAKEN BY PHONE  
OR Email shop@dewsmeadowfarm.co.uk 

 

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
 

OPEN Mon, Wed, Thu & Sat 8.30-5pm 
Friday 8.30-6.00pm 

Sunday 10.00am-4.00pm 
(closed Tuesday) 

OXFORD ROAD, EAST HANNEY, 
WANTAGE, OXON. OX12 0HP 

Tel: (01235) 868634  
www.dewsmeadowfarm.co.uk 

 JEM 
CHIMNEY 

SWEEPING 
COMPANY LTD. 

 

* NO FUSS * 
* NO MESS * 

* NO PROBLEM * 
 

     Oxford 01865 772996  
     Stadhampton 01865 400244 
     Deddington 01869 337500  
     Mobile 07711 443050 

 

 

YVONNE KEARNEY 
SOLICITOR 

 

Offers a professional and 
friendly service specialising in 
• Conveyancing 
• Preparation of Wills 

       at Competitive Prices 
       For more details call 
              01993 776018  
                  or email 
solicitor@yvonnekearney.co.uk 

 

 



14 

Man About The House 
Providing most aspects of internal & 

external property maintenance work. 

Bathrooms  -  Kitchens  -  Plumbing 

Painting  &  Decorating  -  Tiling 

Smaller Jobs welcome 

Weekend / Out of hours working  

Contact Carl 

07825 459517 (M)  01865 820754 (H) 

e-mail: 

manaboutthehouse99@gmail.com 

 
Vivienne Hair at Home 

nvq 3 qualified hairdresser 

manicures and pedicures available 

call 07747864267 or 01865 821020 

 

  SCARIFICATION 
     

                     HOLLOW TINING 
 

  OVER SEEDING 
 

                       TOP DRESSING 
 

  REMOVING WEEDS 
 

                    MOSS CONTROL 
 

NO CONTRACT 
 

CONTACT  
STEVE or DENNIS 

01865 331501 
Mobile 07894 983 801 

  

MAN WITH VAN 
 

Available for light haulage, 
Collections, deliveries and 

Small removals 
 

REASONABLE RATES 
 

Daytime, evenings and weekends. 
Tel: 01367 710526 or 07860 656351 

 

Your local Decorators 
---- 

Continuing to bring colour into your lives 
---- 

Attention to detail is our priority 
Either at home or the workplace 

---- 

All work carried out by qualified decorators 
All types of painting and decorating undertaken 

---- 

For your free no obligation consultation 
Contact David Fell 

07830 237 850 
01865 821 825 

DavidFell12@icloud.com 
 

The Hinds Head - Free House 
 

Witney Road,  
 

Kingston Bagpuize  Tel 01865 820204  
Lynne and Steve welcome you to try our home cooked food 
Mon 6.00pm - 9.00pm  Tues-Sat 12.00pm - 3.00pm & 6.00pm - 9.00pm 

Sunday Roast served 12.00pm – 4.00pm  
Families welcome to our traditional village pub  
Open weekdays 12noon - 11.00pm (Closed Monday Lunch Time) 
Sunday open from 12 00noon until 10.30 pm 
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KBS CAFE @ SOUTHMOOR

KINGSTON BAGPUIZE WITH SOUTHMOOR W.I.

"We are friends you haven't met yet"
Jenny Bone (820368)    Carole Watts (821710)

 Would you like free firewood, or do you have a woodland that needs managing?  The Trust for 
Oxfordshire’s Environment’s “Logs for Labour” programme aims to promote sustainable use of woodfuel by 
running events where volunteers help to manage woodlands in return for logs.  The events are 2-3 hours long and 
could involve coppicing hazel, thinning trees, or piling up brash.  Bring sturdy gloves, shoes and a saw (hand 
tools only allowed)... or let us know if your woodland needs the help of volunteers.  Information about 
forthcoming events is at www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk, or ‘like’ us at www.facebook.com/oxonwood. 
Riki Therivel, 01865 243488.

Our speaker for the February meeting was David Fowler who is part of the oldest cheese 
making family in England continuing the tradition of handcrafted cheeses at the dairy in 
Warwickshire. He gave the members a very interesting talk on the history of his family 
business and the cheese making process of their 15 varieties with samples to taste which were 
enjoyed with a glass of wine. The hostesses provided excellent refreshments afterwards. Next 
month's meeting is on 10th March and will be our Annual Meeting where next years committee will be elected. 
The competition will be "an animal photo" .Our auction will take place in April and donations can be brought 
along to the meeting in March.
Our meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month at 7-30pm in Southmoor Vilage Hall. New 
members are always welcome and details are available on our website and Facebook page. Karen King

Are you new to the village?  Maybe you’re a young mum with small children who are looking for new playmates, or an 
older person wanting to make new friends?  There’s a warm welcome waiting for you at the KBS Café.
We have welcomed the arrival of the “Kingston Codgers’ Coffee Club”, a group of older villagers who meet at the café on 
the last Thursday of the month.
The café is open every Thursday from 9am until noon, in the main hall at Southmoor Village Hall, Draycott Road.  We 
serve Fair Trade tea, coffee and hot chocolate, orange and blackcurrant squash, bacon sandwiches and a selection of 
(mostly) home-made cakes and scones, including some dairy-free and gluten-free options.  There are toys for the children 
and newspapers and magazines for the grown-ups.  We always welcome new volunteers to come on our rota of helpers. 
It only means helping for one morning about every two months.  If you are interested, please contact Jenny Bone on 
01865 820368. We look forward to meeting you. If anyone needs a lift please contact one of us on the numbers below.

Scam postcards are being delivered to UK residents’ homes claiming that a 
parcel containing “jewellery” is waiting for the homeowner.
The personally addressed postcards say:
“The office is attempting to reach you. To claim this parcel and accept this offer, you must telephone the 
number below immediately and arrange for a delivery. The item is prepaid, but a processing and delivery fee of 
£10 must be remitted. This fee can be paid only by telephone and only with a credit card (VISA or MasterCard). 
This is your only notification”
If you call the 020 number you are asked to pay £10 by credit card. Victims who have reported this to Action 
Fraud have said that the automated service told them the package would be delivered the same day, but did not 
receive anything. 
Action Fraud has received several reports of this recently occurring fraud and this information has been 
assessed by National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) resulting in disruption of the fraudster’s phone number. 
Also be on the lookout for slight variations of this scam - which use different phone numbers and delivery 
items. If you receive one of these delivery cards, do not pay any money and report it to Action 
Fraud by calling 0300 123 2040 or by using the online reporting tool. 
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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
The February meeting of the KBS Parish Council took place on Monday 2nd February in 
the Village Hall together with 25 members of the Public.

 1 Several residents of the Oxford Close Area objected to the proposal that flagpoles, 
forming part of the War Memorial site, should remain permanently erected. A feeling was expressed that they 
had been excluded from decisions that affected them (although the opportunity to attend Parish Council 
meetings had always existed, with an agenda published). After a prolonged discussion, (and some heated words 
between other members of the public), and in the interests of Village harmony, an agreement was reached to 
accept the offer that the concerned residents would dismount the flagpoles after each event.
2 A group of neighbours from the A415 Abingdon Rd / Oxford Close area have responded to the consultation on 
a proposed Zebra Crossing pointing out it would be badly sited in relation to the nearby housing. In addition, the 
proposed design takes no account of current or projected traffic flows on the A415 or traffic from the Faringdon 
Rd.  It is felt that the crossing needs to be pedestrian controlled including a link to traffic lights to control the 
flow of traffic, otherwise the proposed crossing could prove to be a hazard to pedestrians, rather than a benefit. 
 An OCC cabinet meeting will make a decision in February, and the group will make representations at this 
time.  The parish council has also written supporting the various views on traffic control
3 Complaints were received, yet again, as to the amount of litter and Dog excrement and hazardous items 
(sharps) on the Old Oxford Rd. The worst section is to the east of the Traffic gate.  The VWHDC contractor 
(Biffa) will be contacted to request a clear up, and the local dog warden advised that previous attempts to rectify 
the situation have proved ineffective.  Perhaps a local litter blitz on the area should be considered with 
equipment provided by both District and Parish Councils.  
4 The issue of the prolonged repair work to the sewer pipe between Fir Tree Close and the Faringdon Rd. was 
raised. This is causing a degree of inconvenience to many, especially to the elderly, and to parents taking 
children to school.  A meeting with councillors will have occurred by press date. 5 A question was raised as to 
planning consent for floodlights erected by the Thames Water contractor in the compound in Bellamy Close, 
which are proving intrusive. 
6 Open reach have now installed all the fibre enabled cabinets and the service is expected to be available by 
June 2015. 7 The issue of training in the use of the Defibrillator was raised. Now arranged for Sat March 14, at 
10am. Village Hall.
Report from District and County councillor:   Apologies received for absence, and requested any issues in 
relation to the A420 between Oxford and Swindon be identified to inform a working group which will 
contribute to the new local transport plan which is being formulated (most of which should be pretty obvious, in 
that it will not cope with the proposed increase in housing along the area identified. Chair)

  Applications received -   NONE           Decisions:    13 Norwood Avenue  -  Refused.   
  19 Lime Grove  -  Refused      1 Latton Close  -  Granted      For full details, please refer to February minutes.

: Please refer to February minutes for details,
Re last month's complaints re One Stop Stores, a spokeswoman claimed that all deliveries occur 

after 8am, drivers are considerate to other road users and it was beyond their control to avoid simultaneous 
deliveries. Residents, who have contrary evidence, please advise the Parish Clerk.
O.C.C. are holding £8K from the development at The Firs, Hanney Rd. Highways had suggested a speed 
activated sign, with which members saw no value.  Further ideas to be sought
Land to be leased or purchased under S106 agreements:  There has been no progress with any of the agreements 
so far this year; the Council's solicitor will be consulted for an update.

 Recreation Grounds: General maintenance is required.  Burial Ground:  Christmas Wreaths 
to be removed.    War Memorial: see public participation as regards flagpole erection and dismounting.  Flag 
flying days for 2015 will be Queen's Birthday 21st April, St. George's Day 23 April, Armed Forces Day 27 June, 
Remembrance Day / Armistice Day 8/11th November.   Recent press coverage has highlighted the apparent lack 
of recognition of the 70th anniversary of VE Day 8th May 1945. Perhaps the flags should fly then?   East Bound 
Bus stop Latton Close, Concrete wall:  A member of the public had expressed concerns over the safety of the 
block slab wall. Its condition has deteriorated over the years and is considered unsightly, although not 
immediately dangerous.  The Clerk will enter in to consultation with the present owners of the properties 
concerned with a view to replacement. The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Monday 2nd March, in 
the Village Hall at 7p.m. Brian Forster, Chair KBS Parish Council.
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Kingsmoor Community Club at 
Hinton Waldrist

The Way We Were

Longworth & District History Society

"It's a new anti-depressant - instead of swallowing 
it, you throw it at anyone who appears to be 

having a good time..."

The AGM will be held on 5th March, in the Swallow Room at Southmoor Village Hall at 7.30pm. There will 
be the business meeting, and then a short talk by Sue Burnay about The Berkshire Local History Association. 
There will also be a gallery of photos taken on the summer outings of the History Society. Refreshment will be 
available. Please come along and share your thoughts on the future of the society.
The next meeting will take place 19th March in Southmoor Village Hall 7.15 for a 7.30pm. start. Graham Wren 
will talk about Gordon Maclean - the 'Apple Man' of Kingston Bagpuize and Southmoor. Graham is a wildlife 
photographer, lecturer, and Tour guide. We will hear about our local orchards and how they were managed and 
the fruit they produced. Kathy Fletcher 01865 820193

– Why would anyone want to go there ?????
This month we have asked some members this question and hope it might 
encourage others to give us a try. We do not sit in a circle staring at each 
other.......... read what they have to say!...................................."Well run, good 
atmosphere, I like the things we do, suitable for men and women. The meals 
are excellen." - Robert .   "Very friendly, craft work is easy and enjoyable." – 
Norah   "I come out from being indoors all the time, you can attend 1-3 days 

a week, I am sure you would enjoy it, gain good friendships, do all sorts of things and have lovely meals." – 
Greta... "Friendly, especially good for you when you live alone. All wonderful" – Sylvia... "Love it, you meet people, 
make things, do everything, just a wonderful place to come to". – Joan..... "It is a place where you feel happy and 
cared for. We are a small group who are all friendly. Our carers are excellent, they listen to us, help us with any 
worries and treat us as valuable members of the community. The volunteer helpers join in with all our activities 
and become friends. We are never bored, games, crafts, drawing, painting, puzzles and quizzes .You can choose 
from so many things, we regularly have visits from musicians, singers, people from the museums, falconry display 
and much more. We also go on visits to places such as The Ashmolean museum, Milestones at Basingstoke, 
Bowling at the Kassam Stadium, trips on the Oxford Canal and a visit to the sea-side such as Weston Super 
Mare. Just a few of our activities which all can join in, the able, those with frames or those in a wheelchair 
etc.'We have a lovely cooked meal each day and transport is provided for those who need it with a friendly 
helpful driver. So why not join us ? We would make you very welcome." – from a club member .............. So you 
see why our members enjoy Kingsmoor Club? We have vacancies so come along and fill them. 
Contact Gwyne on 01865 820166.  

Greetings card made by club members

 Football on the recreation ground for Village 
Millenium in 1977

Do you have something to say? Why not get it off your chest and put it in the KBS News? 
Send your thoughts to editorkbsnews@gmail.com



18

KINGSTON BAGPUIZE & 
SOUTHMOOR BOWLS CLUB

Inspired by Don Viney's poem for Cyril Glidden 
last month, we thought we would install a Poet's 
Corner feature for budding Poet Laureates. 
Our first piece is by KBS News Chair, Pat Smith. If 
you have a poem you would like us to print send it 
to: editorkbsnews@gmail.com
They walk around the village,
Come wind and rain and shine,
They clock up lots of mileage,
In autumn, winter, spring and summer time.
 
They love their little garden,
Always colourful and neat,
He is often in his garage,
His carvings to complete.
 
Don and Betty Viney will always stop and chat,
No matter what the weather,
They are always up for that.
 
So my apologies go out to Don,
I don't want to steal your fame,
But long may you both go on,
Walking down these country lanes.
(Well they were lanes once!!)

            Last month the Club helped Syd Ilott celebrate 
his ninetieth birthday with a party for him at the 
Clubhouse. Syd joined the club when it started in the 
Village Hall as a short mat club. When the Club 
obtained the plot of land in the Oxford Road he was 
there with Beryl, his wife, helping to establish the Club 
as it is today. He is still bowling to this day. May the 
Famous Grouse keep flowing Syd and see you on the 
green. 
Unfortunately we were broken into in February. Not 
much damage done and not much taken. We were one 
of four Sports clubs broken into in this area. Shame 
they were not identified, but the Police are on their 
trail.
All Members have by now received their renewal 
notices. Some of our more senior Bowlers have hung 
up their woods but stay with us as Social Members. We 
have gained some new members, one from the new Pye 
development in the Village, so maybe more will follow 
suit. Anyone interested in joining us will be made most 
welcome. For more information please contact our 
Secretary, Peter on 01865 820817 
Mick Fuller (01865 820818)

March is a wonderful month - longer days and a warmer sun herald 
spring. There’s no excuse not to get into the garden, so these are our 
top tips for the month:-
Ô Sow seeds for vegetables, using a good seed compost. Germinate 

and grow in a south-facing windowsill or greenhouse.
Ô Prune buddleias, roses and evergreen hedging if you’ve not already.
Ô Pop to a local garden centre and try planting out onion sets - they’re easy to grow and eating your own is a 
great experience.
Ô Chit potatoes. Potatoes need to ‘chit’ (sprouting) before planting next month. I use an eggbox and give them 

plenty of light on a south-facing windowsill.
If this has whetted your horticultural appetite, then do come to our meeting this 
month. Stephen Relton, a tutor at Waterperry Gardens and BBC Oxford 
gardening expert, will give a talk on “Jobs for Spring” - telling us what to be 
getting on with now.
Details: Tuesday 3rd March, 7.15 for 7.30 pm at the Village Hall. Non-
members £3; members free. Tea and coffee served after the talk.

For more information about the club, call Rebecca on 01865 820793 or email skbgardeningclub@gmail.com. 
Paul Gill, Secretary.

Southmoor & 
Kingston Bagpuize 
Gardening Club

Spring gardening tips and talk

KBCC have openings for additional players at all ages. Enthusiasm and Interest is the only 
qualification needed. We'll coach you and make sure you enjoy your game at whatever level suits you 
best.
Junior Indoor nets start on Saturday 28 February for 5 weeks at Abingdon School. 
Kwik cricket - Under 11's - 13:30-14:30 • Under 13's-Under17's - 14:30-15:30 • £3 per session 
If you would like to join in please contact Hannah Woodley - hannahspan76@Hotmail.com 
For adult nets contact Richard Woodley - oxhammer@hotmail.co.uk CONTACT US NOW

Kingston Bagpuize Cricket Club
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8.45am – 2.45pm 
Monday - Friday 

 

MARTIN DREW 
FSSCh, Dip. POD MED, MBChA 

 

PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST 
 

Established in 1984 
Home visits available in Kingston 
Bagpuize area by appointment – 

Daytime or evening to suit. 
Sympathetic treatments for verruca, 
In grown toenails, callus, corn etc 

Health Professionals Council reg Number 19287 

jmnd@btinternet.com. 
FREEPHONE 0800 027 7937 

 

Window Blinds 
Made To Measure, Any Style 

Samples Brought to Your Home 
Free Fitting, Huge Choice 

Domestic or Commercial Blinds 
Best Discounts & Service 

Rollers, Verticals, Venetians 
Wooden Blinds Velux & Shutters 

 

Call  01235 201944 / 07958792706 
erniehill@lineone.net 

www.contactinteriors.co.uk 

Offering fantastic new purpose built 

premises and a range of sessions for children 

from 2 years 4 months of age. 

Please contact us on 01865 821505 

or email southmoorpre-school@live.co.uk 

www.southmoorpre-school.co.uk 

HALE AND SONS 
GENERAL BUILDERS 
FROM SOUTHMOOR 

 

  EXTENSIONS         •        ALTERATIONS 
    KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING 
  PLASTERING          •         ROOFING 
 FENCING    •    ALL BUILDING WORK 

 

 NO  JOB  TOO  BIG  OR  TOO  SMALL 
WE'RE FULLY INSURED       

REFERENCES AVAILABLE  

�07903 496569  01865 820488 
 

 

�01865 820386 
Southmoor, Kingston Bagpuize OX13 5HE 

10 mins from Oxford on the A420 
• MOT Testing Station 
• New & Used Car Sales 
• All Makes Servicing from £99 

• Main Dealer Quality - Local Garage 

Prices 
 

                             
 

�www.crossroadsrenault.com. 
 

                         Southmoor & Areas Children’s Centre 
  Baby Sensory -  Monday 10.00am to 11.30am 
  Parents / carers with babies up to 18 months old.    Southmoor Children's Centre 
 

  Stay & Learn – Monday 1.00pm to 2.30pm 
  Parents / carers with children up to 5 years             Stanford in the Vale Village Hall 
   

  Stay & Learn – Wednesday 10.00am to 11.30am 
  Parents / carers with children up to 5 years.            Southmoor Children's Centre 
 

  Parent Led Drop In – Thursday 9.15am to 11.30am  Southmoor Children's Centre 

 

 

   

                                                                                                                        �� 01865 820751 �� 

 

 



20 

ADVERTISERS' CORNER 
 

FREELANCE HAIRDRESSER 25 years experience. For your next appointment – 
Ring Stella on 01865 864687 mobile: 07977 099975 

 

CATHERINE ANN, QUALITY DRESSMAKER + Alterations, phone 01367 242406 or 079295 64942 
 

CAROL'S WORKROOM Clothing alterations and repairs. Curtains, cushions and blinds made. 
Baby knitting for sale and to order.   Telephone 01865 820473. 

 

NORDIC WALKING -  Mon 6.30am, Thurs 6.30am, Fri 8.30am & 9.45am, Sat 8.30am  07885 
635367 
 

Sales 
Service  

Hire 
Repair 

Plant & Tool Hire  
Garden & Agricultural Machinery 

Work & Safety Clothing 

www.ljcannings.co.uk 
 
 

CHALLOW HOUSE FARM,   
MAIN ST,  EAST CHALLOW 

 (turning opposite Church)      
  TEL:  01235 763103 

 

Kingston Bagpuize  

Post Office Tel 01865 820 220 
• Renew your Car Tax / Fishing Licence 
• Pay household bills / Council Tax 
• Draw Pensions and Benefits 
• Free Cash Withdrawals / Deposits 

Most Major Banks      
• Foreign currency – commission free 
• Travel insurance 
• Instant passport photos 
• Passport Check and Send Service 
• Moneygram    •   Premium Bonds / Savings 

 

Well Stocked Shop  *  Gift Cards  *  Greetings 
Cards  *  Stationery  *  Free Range Eggs  
Drinks  *  Snacks   *   Plus Much More 

  
 KITCHEN FITTER 

New kitchens supplied if required 
Old kitchens refurbished 

(new worktops, doors, sinks) 
 

Doors fitted and supplied 
Any carpentry considered 
(with 20 years experience) 

 

For friendly, reliable service  
and free quote 

call Tom Weaving on 
0788 0624689 / 01235 410705 

 

 

 
 

 
Gas - Heating - Plumbing  

 
 

07885 975244 
 

 

01865 821926 
   

 

www.cjm-plumbing.co.uk 

 

 

S N Gamble 
  

GENERAL BUILDER 
  

  

Brick & Stonework    Patios 
Alterations                 Driveways 
Garden Walls             Fencing 
Pergolas                     Extensions 

 

  
    

    
    

Friendly reliable service   

Call Simon   

01865 731319 
  

07976 

  

774323 
  

  

  

  

  

  

D.S.L. PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

 
All aspects of property 

maintenance undertaken 

Call Duncan Logan on 
01865 821 128 

or 
07787 563 652 

MARK BILLINGE 
 

CHIMNEY  
SWEEP 

 

For a Clean and Efficient Service 

 
TEL: 01367 243052 
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LEARN TO RING CHURCH BELLS – COME AND HAVE A GO! You think it’s not for you? You think 
you have to be very strong? You think you have to be good at maths? Not a bit of it – the adverts on the 
television could not be further from the real world of bellringing. Come and have a go at full-circle ringing – try 
it out and see what you really think! The ringers of St Margaret of Antioch in Hinton Waldrist would love to 
welcome you to try the bells. You don’t have to live in Hinton, or even attend church. Bell ringing is for 
everyone. All ages welcome. There are junior bell ringing as well as adult sessions.
Come and have a tour of the belfry and see the bells. Have a go at ringing. I will soon be arranging a bell-ringing 
course for beginners which will start with some individual tuition in bell handling. If you would like to learn, or 
even if you are not sure, please give me a ring and come for a taster session. . . You never know till you try! Valia 
Battat  01865-821671, Tower Captain, St Margaret of Antioch, Hinton Waldrist

                          Bats in the Belfry
I once owned an impossibly well-bred, impossibly mad, impossibly impossible 
thoroughbred ex-racehorse, still described today as one of the most difficult horses 
ever produced by Barry Hills at his Lambourn yard. I still have a memory of him 
standing up on his hind legs towering over my 11-year-old daughter on the end of the 
rope – she kept her head, and a firm contact on the rope, shouting “No Charlie! Get 
down! Naughty Boy!”.  -  Charlie got down . . .Four years ago, when I had my first 

lesson ringing full-circle mounted church bells I was struck by the similarities – the huge weight of the bell, the 
power that could be unleashed, the need for understanding, the right response and above all, the need for good 
handling and to maintain contact. 
Imagine a bell weighing half a ton – and 50 feet of rope – strength has nothing to do with it – you could never 
control that bell by brute force. You may as well have an elephant on the end of the rope – or a mad ex-
racehorse! In learning to handle your bell well you learn to let the bell do virtually all the work. You learn 
respect.
The world of the ringer opens up places you would probably never otherwise imagine. I once ‘broke in’ to Bath 
Abbey when I heard the bells ringing. Eventually a verger came to ask if I needed assistance, and when I 
explained that I was a ringer, rather than throw me out he directed me to a ‘secret’ spiral stairway hidden at the 
back of one of the chapels. Round and round, up and up and up . . . imagine my delight when eventually I 
emerged onto the roof of the Abbey and looked down into the Roman Baths and over the rooftops of Bath! 
Picking my way over the lead roof across to the central tower I was welcomed by the ringers. Ten bells, 
unusually mounted anti-clockwise, with a 33cwt tenor (over 1½ imperial tons) rung, I know she will not mind 
me saying this, by a diminutive lady with a lovely, welcoming smile. And I rang there – what a privilege!. What an 
experience! And did you know that the same founder of those bells, Abraham Rudhall, described as the leading 
founder of his day, cast a ring of five bells for Hinton Waldrist in 1709, of which three still survive?
I did meet a bat in the belfry once, here in Hinton  – a pretty little long-eared bat momentarily disorientated by 
the bright light and my sudden appearance. We looked one another in the eye as he flew round and round, 
before he recovered his bearings and retired into his dark hideaway in the ceiling.
There are those who say that I am the one who is bats in the belfry. I go up there and the bells tell a history of 
hundreds of years, they tell a story of pure Englishness – did you know that full-circle ringing is virtually unique 
to England and is an English invention dating from the 16th Century? These days it has been imitated in a few 
(mainly) English-speaking countries, but they have nothing like the vast proliferation of full-circle bell towers that 
we have in this country. Up in the belfry I witness the voices of our villages in ages past – the passage of the 
Church day at the centre of village life, the Lords of the Manors, the ringers whose peals are celebrated on the 
peal boards, sometimes revealing enormous feats of stamina – or madness. But the bells get you like that. Their 
voices are not choked by the frailty of time, but how often today do you hear them chime its passage?. 
Sometimes the bells have been most eloquent by their very silence, as in WWII, our very Englishness muted, 
only to be rung to warn of an invasion – or in Victory. Today the bells are still bound to the life of the church, 
but we also hear them proclaim the joy of our civil celebrations, the Millennium, the Olympics, the Royal 
Weddings, our Monarch’s Diamond Jubilee, the village fete. . .  -  Or half-muffled they cry out in deepest 
mourning for our dead. 
I am discovering an amazing world – from the bells in the lovely Cotswold churches visited during a recent 
Branch ringing outing, to the new bell-ringing friends who welcome me wherever I go. Every bell tells a different 
story. Every bell is a different challenge – and I love it! Bats in the Belfry?? – Not me! 
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-  Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM . Please use the back door.
-  The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The 
   congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.
 

KINGSTON 
BAGPUIZE 
DRAMA GROUP

The Last Laugh - Church Notices

Youth Matters
Scott Thomson writes:
Despite popular belief, social media is a huge part of 
‘youths’ lives. I know, unbelievable, right, nobody knew 
that. Not that I can call myself a big fan, that is. But is it 
more than just one big chat room? And why are 
teenagers nowadays obsessed with it?
I, personally, got bored with social media a long time ago. 
It kind of lost its magic early on. I still check my profile, 
just to keep people happy, but I found myself 
preoccupied with doing other stuff, writing this column 
for instance (or I’m just too much of a ‘procrastinator’). 
But it’s not hard to see were the appeal lies. It’s just like 
meeting your friends, only you can show them videos of 
yourself and you don’t have to travel the gruelling 
journey of five minutes to see them. Social media is also 
sort of a social requirement for many young people. For 
instance, if I were to post a picture on Facebook or 
Twitter, then my friendship group would be 
automatically obliged to see it, so I could talk to them 
about it later, while anyone who hadn’t seen the photo 
would be automatically excluded from the circle. Sad, I 
know, but that’s just the way modern social circles work. 
If I were the boy who had not seen the photo, then I 
would rush onto my computer as soon as I got home 
and check it out, but by then, the conversation would 
have moved on, and the picture would be ‘old’ and 
redundant. This is how Facebook worked up a complete 
worth of $200 billion dollars by 2014.
However much this column makes it seem that I dislike 
social media, there are its pros. When I left my old 
school, it was nice to know I could still keep in contact 
with my old friends, and it is a good way of advertising a 
company. To be honest, my view on social media is 
neutral. It can be dangerous, but it can also be beneficial. 
But anyway, I hope this column has given you an insight 
into what makes it tick. Weirdly, this column has given 
me an urge to check my Facebook. *0 friends*. Oh well, 
I’ll just keep on hoping….    
    

We have an important occasion 
at the hotel next month: Mr 
Lloyd’s 100th birthday. We are 

doing a special menu – it got me thinking how food 
has changed over that time.
Auguste Escoffier ran the Savoy kitchen from 1890-
1898, he introduced the brigade system and discipline 
in kitchens. 
The first real celebrity Chef was Marco Pierre White; 
he earned three Michelin stars at the famous 
restaurant “Harvey’s” at the age of 33 – the youngest 
ever at that time. His sous chef was Gordon Ramsey. 
He handed the stars back saying he had no more to 
achieve. His book “White heat” was recently re-
published for its 25th anniversary and is a best seller 
again.
The late 1990’s saw molecular gastronomy – Ferran 
Adria at “El Bulli” used crazy techniques to great 
affect and was voted best restaurant in the world a 
record number of times. At one stage he had a ratio of 
3 Chefs to every 1 customer. He was Heston 
Blumenthals main influence when he started the “Fat 
Duck” in Bray.
The top restaurants today such as Faviken, Noma and 
L’Enclume are all using methods and techniques 
from years ago such as fermenting, salt baking and 
preserving – so it does go full circle. We are all 
looking forward to trying the different dishes for the 
birthday on March 7th.

Mark Potts'
Kitchen Talk

Mark is Head Chef at Fallowfields Hotel & Restaurant

'KBDG will be presenting our popular annual 
Murder Mystery Evening with food on Saturday 
25th April.

Bad Fortune ... a fortune telling party leads to a 
gruesome end for one of the guests ....  

Details and booking form in next month's KBS 
news ...... ''

Sarah Curran



    

 Kingston Bagpuize  
     Cricket Club 

    

We are seeking :- 

1. NEW PLAYERS of any ability and all ages from 9 years upwards

2. VOLUNTEERS to assist our existing team with all aspects of running a 
community club, from administrative roles and fund raising to coaching, 
helping with the upkeep of the ground and buildings, umpiring and scoring.

Planning consent has been given for the Sports Field development and we are 
looking forward to having long term security of tenure which enables your
community cricket club to plan its future and develop its facilities for the benefit 
of the people in the parish and surrounding areas.

We run 2 Senior Saturday league sides playing in the Cherwell league, a 
midweek 20/20 league side (blending competitive cricket with social cricket) and 
a Sunday team playing friendly fixtures. Lastly, the club are the reigning 
Oxfordshire Indoor Champions !

We have a thriving Junior Section supported by ECB qualified coaches and 
many of our youngsters go on to play for representative teams run by the 
Oxfordshire Cricket Board (Girls and Boys!).

The club is working towards the prestigious Clubmark accreditation and we offer 
open access to all abilities.

To find out more, please contact:-

tjscrase@hotmail.com (club Chairman)
Hannahspan76@hotmail.com (junior co-ordinator)

David.warner@cobaltlight.com (club Captain)

Or visit our website http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/kingstonbagpuizecricketclub/



 

2015 
 

   Saturday 14th March 
   Doors open 7.00pm 

    Quiz 7.30pm 

   John Blandy  
   School Hall 

£10 pre-booked tickets include a fish and chip dinner & drink 
£4 quiz only on the door 

Cash bar and desserts available to buy on the night 
Vegetarian option available if booked in advance 

Teams of up to 6 can enter and teams 
can be made up on the night. 

For further information and tickets: 
Email johnblandyfriends@gmail.com or 

                  FriendsofJohnBlandySchool




